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February 7, 2022

City of Minneapolis 
350 S. 5th St.
Minneapolis, MN 55415

RE:  REALTORS® Urge Caution on Changes to Bloomington Time of Sale Inspectors Process

Dear Mr. Mayor and Members of the City Council:   

The Minneapolis Area REALTORS® (“MAR”) is a professional association representing more than 10,000 REALTORS® who live and work throughout the Twin Cities.  Many of our members are residents of Bloomington, and many more work with clients who buy and sell homes in the community.  Our overall goal is to support the healthy growth of the Twin Cities’ real estate market and help consumers make informed real estate decisions. 

Minneapolis Area REALTORS® recognizes current challenges in both the ‘For Sale’ and Rental housing markets.  Both markets are being impacted by issues of Affordability, Availability, and Access. The ‘For Sale,’ housing market is well short of a balanced market in terms of supply of affordably priced homes. The rental housing market is experiencing very low vacancy rates, and this is extending upward price pressure on rents. Minneapolis Area REALTORS® therefore agrees that periodic reviews of housing policies are necessary but cautions that neither the intended nor unintended consequences of proposed ordinances should result in a worsening of current conditions. 

Recommended Considerations to Time of Sale Inspectors Process

Minneapolis Area REALTORS® understands the city of Bloomington is interested in potential changes to the Time of Sale Inspectors process. REALTORS® note the city of Bloomington has proposed an ordinance to bring the Time of Sale Inspectors process “In-House” primarily using city only inspectors. REALTORS® note Bloomington is the 3rd largest city in the state and REALTORS® assist area residents listing approximately 1,500 properties for sale in any given year. 

REALTORS® Concerns:

1. Lengthened wait times between Time of Sale being ordered and inspection being completed;  
1. Increased costs;
1. No weekend inspections; 
1. Lack of lockbox available access;
1. Transaction delays

REALTORS® Recommend:  
· REALTORS® recommend “No Change” to Bloomington Time of Sale Inspectors program. 
· If necessary, only adopt narrowly tailored regulations that address specific concerns. 
· Software incompatibility is better solved with software fixes.
· Inadequate inspections by private inspectors could be addressed through licensing.
· Inspection items of concern or “frequently missed” could be addressed through advisory bulletins. 
· Any changes to the Time of Sale inspectors process should prioritize timely inspections with no delays to buyers or sellers and clear communication from the city to the community and its partners. 

Summary

Minneapolis Area REALTORS® is pleased to be meaningfully engaged in this public policy issue. We urge careful consideration of each of the preceding points listed above. REALTORS® recommend “No Change” to the current Time of Sale Inspectors program. However, if a change is still desired, REALTORS® recommend priority be placed on maintaining a high level of service with no delays. 

Thank you for your attention to this important housing issue. Please feel free to reach out to us regarding other real estate and housing issues. 

Sincerely,
[image: ]
Eric J. Myers, Director of Government Affairs 
Minneapolis Area REALTORS®
5750 Lincoln Drive
Edina, MN  55436
p. 952.988.3124
ericm@mplsrealtor.com


cc:	Jamie Verbugge, City Manager 
	Building and Inspections Division, Staff 
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